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The purpose of this questionnaire is to gather feedback about NRCS programs and priorities 
from Florida’s conservation technical experts. Your feedback is critical to the future direction 
of how funding will be allocated in the coming fiscal year (FY) 2021, and subsequent years in 
the 2018 Farm Bill.
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Locally Led Process

• Locally led conservation is based on the principle that
community stakeholders are best suited to identify and
resolve local natural resource problems.

• Thus, community stakeholders are keys to successfully
managing and protecting their natural resources.

• It challenges neighbors, both urban and rural, to work
together and take responsibility for addressing local
resource needs.



What are Local Working Groups

• Local working groups are subcommittees of the State
Technical Committee and provide recommendations to USDA
on local and state natural resource priorities and criteria for
conservation activities and programs.

• Local working groups are normally chaired by the appropriate
soil and water conservation district (SWCD).

• In the event the SWCD is unable or unwilling to chair the local
working group, NRCS district conservationist (or designated
conservationist) is responsible for those duties (7 CFR Part
610, Subpart C).



Public Involvement

-Anyone can participate and should be encouraged to do so
-Local, State and Federal Agencies should be invited to the Local
Working Group Meeting
-Agricultural Organizations, Local Agri-businesses, and impacted
stakeholders should be included



2018 Farm Bill Program Background
The 2018 Farm Bill was signed into law on December 20, 2018. 

The key NRCS programs are:
- EQIP: Environmental Quality Incentives Program
- CSP: Conservation Stewardship Program
- RCPP : Regional Conservation Partnership Program
- ACEP: Agricultural Conservation Easement Program with two
components:
- Agricultural Land Easements (ALE)
- Wetland Reserve Easements (WRE)
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